THE  RECENT  STATE TREASON TRIALS
Nor were the French counter-revolutionaries without support
from abroad.
"Besides," says Kropotkin, "those who were against the Revolution
were supported from without. England has always followed the policy
she pursues to this day: that of weakening her rivals and creating
partisans among them. 'Pitt's money* was no phantom. Very far from
that. With the help of this money the Royalists passed quite freely from
their centre and depot of arms, Jersey to St. Malo and Nantes, and in
all the great seaports of France, especially those of St. Malo, Nantes,
Bordeaux, the English money gained adherents and supported the
*commercialists* (les commercantistes) who took sides against the Revo-
lution. Catherine II of Russia did as Pitt did. In reality, all the European
monarchs took part in this. If in Brittany, in the Vendee, at Bordeaux,
and at Toulon the Royalists counted upon England, in Alsace and
Lorraine they counted on Germany, and in the south upon the armed
help promised by Sardinia, as well as on the Spanish army which was
to land at Aigues-Mortes. Even the Knights of Malta were going to help
with two frigates in this expedition."1
These, of course, are only a small fraction of the cases which
might be cited from the history of the French Revolution.
Nor is our own history free of treachery and sabotage. Through-
out the existence of the Commonwealth, for instance, Royalist
secret intrigues in which people apparently loyal to Cromwell
participated were a constant source of worry and danger to the
authorities, and a considerable part in the restoration of Charles H
to the throne was played by Monk, Commander-in-Chief of the
Commonwealth armies, who, whilst pretending loyalty to the
Commonwealth, adroitly dispersed the troops over the country,
and himself, behind their backs, carried on negotiations with the
exiled Court
Numerous other cases of treachery by seemingly trusty friends
and officials in high posts could be cited from the times of Elizabedi
and other periods of British history, and coming down to our own
times we had, only a few years ago, the case of the "Officer in the
Tower" who was proved to have dealings with a foreign Inteffi-
1 The Great French Revolution, pp. 252-3.
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